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consideration which the :question.is now receiving:fronr members -of the
Bar. The action of the American Bar Association has been already ac-
knowledged and in part adopted by the Conference. _ At the January meet-
ing of the New York State Bar Association two papers were read dealing
with the whole question in very strong language and along very sound lines.
And the drift in the better popular literature of the day marks an advance
in thinking, and assures an advantage in the impression made upon that
large number of peopls whose reading is confined to books that deal, in less
serions ways, with life.

The assembling in Washington in February of this year of representatives
from many States, to consider the question of uniform laws of divorce, at
once indicates the growth of feeling in the right direction and promises
great results. So that while not abating in the least degree the purpose of
continued effort the Conference takes new heart for the future, and appeals
with the eourage and earnestness. of strong.convietions and better hopes
to the Christian people of America to push on the campaign with unabated
vigor. Its appeal is to the sober, seeond thought of men and women.
Ornce aroused to the horrible consequences of broken homes and blighted
lives, the collusion between the parties to divorce, and the confusion among
their children, there will be an uprising of righteous indignation. which
will lift society up to the higher standards and holier ideals of marriage.
Important as legislation is, and needfunl as is the earnest and incessant
preaching of the trutl, the power to purify the atmosphere lies in the cor-
rection and uplift of public opinion, To mould this, to give it sound con-
vietions and the courage of their holding and their expression, should be
the aim and object of intelligent and incessant effort. '
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XV. ACTION OF CHURCHES.
ProresTaNT Liriscoran CuuncH mw vun U, 8.

" tNg Minister, knowingly after due inquiry, shall solémnizé the marriage of
any person who has been or is the husband or the wife of any other person then
living, from whom he ‘or she has been divorced for any cause arising after mar-
riage. But.this Canon shall not be held to apply to the innocent party in &
divorce for adultery: provided, that before the application for such remarriage
al period of not less thin one year shall have elapsed, after tlie gvanting of spch.
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gngg;c;? ;0 zfmtclil ;;hg,g ‘f;%s%i?ry evicémﬁ:e tmcllchifng the facts in the case, including
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< peg 32133;2.1(1}13&1}015 this Church shall have reasonable cause to doubt whether
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PrEsEYTERIAN CHURCH IN THE U, S, A

1. “The SR s 5
thority tt)cl%?tlll:;atloi\sii?éhl} glg ain enjoins all ministers under its care and au-
persons, exceptl as su:ﬁl lﬂel%;:‘}lns }hcqi-l:eag;liig?l‘E,emmmw in the eases of divoreed
recogp‘izEd as seriptural in the St.‘-hmn:la.rci‘.é1 ofl:JE‘i'c(e](}luélpclm*grouuds S
. 21;1 o }[;Bcat-‘, I‘E%E}Ogllilziélg the comity which exists betrxiééu Chureches represented
e s Sl:a;ﬁ;gna@ {%%vferenlce, ac}cqowled{;ing, as they do, the iav.f lof Christ
to refuse to unité,iu 111"{1-1;'15‘3 Sheh Mipisor under the a.ut.'hmitfy of this Assembly
g oy mini':t(;r tmlge 5“_‘)' member of any such Cliurel whose marriage 18
persons hold 11161n£ersh‘° be 1311'3‘111]31t9‘3l by the laws of the Church in which such
i e el 2 lxrclulfj unless suchi minister believes that in the heculiar
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_ “Resolved, 3. That this Assembly rejoi i

President, of Congress, and of Jud ges, i]'ﬁeggfa]lnag (113 é:g:%lmepdable_ action of the

th?{best. exls!;mgrlaws, and to secure the best conclitinnt. ® Who strive to execute
Resolved, 4. Eha.t the appeal of the Inter—Churchq.C nf i :

and commended.” [General Assembly, 1905.] SLeTenee i approved

>
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCHE IN THE UNirip StaTEs (Sovrs)

Thé General Assembly of the Preshiter ol 3
(South), at its meeting at Fort \Vor:?:h:,y ’I}(;;ES OI}:f;.,l}?h lga-ﬂm United States
affirmative an overture from the Presbytery of Montaomer 2, answered in the
other things the Assembly to urge upon all ministers gomery, requesting among

# ¢ Tn the case of adultery after marriage, it iz - R,

divorce, and after the divorce to marry m%other, nlsai‘i" E{i}a f)c}'{;efl?l?nlnuo‘:ent party to sue outa
T r

¢ Although the (:01'1"1131:.1(}11 of man be such as is apt to stud gl]‘}rt} were dead."”
asunder those whom Go hath joined together in marriage ; yet ¥ avguments, unduly to put
wilful desertion ascan no way be remedied by the Church' o (‘l']?v!‘h“‘g but adultery, or such
cient of dissolving the bond of marriage : wherein a [)ulﬂ ic anﬂll"lll Magistrate, is hmES SR
is to be observed ; and the persons concerned in it not left ¢ orderly course of proceeding
in their own case.” [ Westmingler Confession, Chapter X X1V ]0 their own wills and discretion
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““(a) To endeavor, by special preaching of the Word, to create and maintain
an elevated and healthy public sentiment on the subject of the sanefity of mar-
riage and the sin of divorce, except where obtained on grounds allowed by the
Seriptures. 5

“{h) To exercise the utmost caution in the matter of the remarriage of
divoreed persons, and to refuse to officiate at the remarriage of any and all such
persons, except such as have been divoreed upon grounds allowed by our Church
to be scriptural, and then only in the case of the innocent party.” [General

Assembly, 1905.]

Unirep PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF NoRTH AMERICA.

“esolved. 1. That this General Assembly reaffirm the action of last year.

9 That we approve the action of the Inter-Chureh Conference, and recom-
mend ‘that ministers refuse to marry divorced persons, except the innocent
party in a case where divorce has been granted on seriptural grounds, nor then
until assured that a period of one year has elapsed from the date of the decision
allowing the divoree. ” [General Assembly, 1905.] :

MpTaopist Eriscoran CHURCH,

““Wyprpas, The Protestant Churches of the United States are making a
united effort, through an Inter-Church Conference, to rouse the religious and
maral senfiment of the land in defense of the purity and stability of the mar-
riage relation:

 Resolved, That the Board of Bishops be requested to appoint a Commission
to represent the Methodist Episcopal Chu reh in the Inter-Church Conference of
Protestant denominations now consulting together upon the urgently important
question of 'divoree and remarriage.

“* Resolved, That we call special attention of all our ministers to our law con-
toined in par. 30% (now par. 66) of the Discipline relating to marrying
divorced persons, and earnestly insist upon the necessity for striet obedience to
the law of the Church upon this matter.”’ [General Conference, 1904.]

MpTropisT ErFiscorar CHURCH SOUTH.

¢1The ministers of our Church shall be prohibited from solemnizing the rites
of matrimony between divorced persons, except in case of innoeent parties who
have been divorced for the one seriptural cause.” [Discipline, par. 39.]

Narronan Couxein oF THE CONGREGATIONAL CHURCHES,

(41, We view with serious misgiving the alarming increase in divorces and the
consequent deplorable results in domestic and social life.

““We regard the purity and unity of the family as cornerstones of Christian
homes and Christian civilization.

¢¢5 We do not question the propriety of solemnizing the marriage of a party
who has been shown to be innocent in divoree proceedings, but we urge upoﬁ
the ministers the duty of withholding sanetion from those whose divorce has
been secured on other than seriptural grounds,”’

ReronmEr CHURCH 1N AMERICA.

# Resolved, That the General Synod hereby enjoins upon the Ministers of
the Reformed Church not to remarry divorced persons excepting the inno-
cent party in a divorce obtained for the cause of adultery.” [General Synod,

1904 ]

« No divoree except for adultery shall be regarded by the Church as law-
ful - and no minister shall solemnize MATILSEe Lt a1y case where there 15 a divorced wife or
hushand living: but this rule shall not be applied to the innocent party to a divorcee for the
cause of aduliery, nor to divorced parties seeling to be reanited in marriage.”

# Paragraph 39:
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